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Regular Events

New / One-off Events

Owl & Robin Class Volunteer Readers in
School
Jam Coding Club – Year 3 to Year 6
Volunteer Readers in School
Music Lesson with Mrs Cliffe
Young Voices Rehearsals
Big Bubble Drama Club
Owl & Robin Class Volunteer Readers in
School
Music Lessons with Mr Britcliffe
Owl & Robin Class Volunteer Readers in
School
Infant Library
Hotshots Basketball Club

Infant Nativity

Panto Trip

News: It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! In assembly this week, the
children have been learning about Advent, what it means for Christians to
wait and prepare for Jesus’ birth, and the meaning of the word incarnation.
We have also been learning about the significance of the candles on our
Advent Wreath - the Hope of the Prophet’s Candle; Faith of the Bethlehem
Candle; Joy of the pink Shepherd’s Candle; Peace of the Angel’s Candle and
of course Jesus, The light of the World as the last candle is lit on Christmas
Day. We have been learning about Christingle too. Christingle celebrations
originated in the Moravian Church in Germany in 1747. The Bishop
developed this simple way to explain the happiness that had come to
people through Jesus. Since 1968, Christingle has been used by The
Children’s Society, which raises money to support children living through
tough times. The orange represents the world and the red ribbon
symbolises the love and blood of Christ. The four sticks of dried fruit or
sweets represent the four seasons and all the good things God provides.
The lit candle represents the light Jesus brings to the world, providing hope
to those living in darkness. The children are rehearsing hard, and we look
forward to welcoming Owl and Robin parents to the Infant Nativity next
week and to our videoed Junior Carol Concert the following week.
December
9th Infant Nativity 11.15am & 2.30pm
10th Whole School Trip to the
Pantomime, Castle Theatre,
Wellingborough.
15th Kingswood Christmas Dinner
15th School Association Bubble Bazaar
17th Last day of Term 2

C

January
4th Training Day
5th First Day of Term 3
11th Young Voices Concert, Birmingham
Y4-6
31st Full Governing Body Meeting

February
11th Last Day of Term 3
21st Training Day
22nd First Day Term 4

Our Christian Virtue this term is Justice – Do to others as you would have them do to you – Luke 6:31
The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Emma Mercer. Deputy DSL is Mrs Sarah Williams
Follow us on Twitter @ClipstonSchool Website: www.clipstonprimaryschool.org

1st December 2021

A Thoughtful Advent, a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year
Advent is here and Christmas is a few weeks away. The finishing tape is in sight. What a year! Well done
to headteachers, teachers, staff, governors, parents and of course the children of our schools. This won’t
be easy, but try to put your feet up (just for a little while) over the Christmas break. You really deserve it.
It doesn’t seem possible that Advent Sunday has passed. In my youth I would have turned on our
temperamental, wood-surround, black and white TV to see John Noakes making an Advent Crown with
two wire coat hangers, four candles (not in the Two Ronnies sense), some tinsel and sticky-back plastic.
That would have signalled the real meaning of Advent – four Blue Peter programmes left before
Christmas Day. Now the nation has to rely on Cadbury’s to remind us that Advent is not about wire coat
hangers after all. It’s actually about chocolate.
So when does Jesus get a foot in the door? After all, it’s his birthday that we’re preparing to celebrate!
A couple of years ago, I was amused to hear someone complaining that the church has muscled in on
Christmas. CHRIST-MASS. The clue is in the question. Whatever would that person say about the
church having an opinion about Advent? One of the key reminders about the real meaning of Advent is
the ancient prayer for Advent Sunday. The prayer refers to our celebration of Christmas and it refers to
the time when we shall one day see Jesus face to face. It’s a both/and. If Advent is only about an event
witnessed by some shepherds over 2000 years ago then we could almost be excused for rushing past it
on the frenetic charge towards the turkey. But Advent is deeply personal. The prayer encourages us to
meet with Jesus day by day, and then one day to meet him face to face.
The prayer also speaks of LIGHT – Jesus himself. At Christmas, one of the well-known Bible readings
reminds us that Jesus, the Light of the World, shines in the darkness and that the darkness will never
overcome him. This Christmas we remember that Jesus still shines in the darkness of our Covid-filled
world. This Jesus has walked beside us as we have battled through the challenges of lockdown and
tiered restrictions. He has wept with us when times have seemed too hard to bear. He has danced
around the room with us when we have been overjoyed by unexpected gifts of encouragement. He has
been our shield and comforter when we felt hurt by criticism. He has been our hope when News at Ten
seemed relentlessly bleak in those lockdown days.
It has been quite a year hasn’t it? THANK YOU for all that you have done to make your schools places of
light and hope.
I pray that you will have a thoughtful Advent, a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year –
and I pray that, as you have been such a blessing to others over the past year, so God may pour his
blessing on you.
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