
Year 5 Homework Writing Task

Look at the picture below and write a short story based on the ideas it 
gives you. The expectation is that you write at least two paragraphs that 
are correctly punctuated throughout including capital letters, closing 
sentence punctuation marks (as appropriate), commas, parenthesis and 
inverted commas for speech. Ensure you read back each sentence to check 
it makes complete sense. Use your best, joined handwriting.

Story Starter

New York is falling!

The words rang in Jim’s head. They were the last words to crackle out of 
the radio before it stopped broadcasting. That had been three days ago. 
Jim had not heard any words since then…

If you are stuck for some ideas, here are some questions to help inspire 
you:

Why had the radio stopped working?
Why hasn’t Jim heard any words for three days?
What has happened in New York?
How do you think Jim is feeling?
What will he do next?
Has this disaster struck in just this city, or are others affected?

Challenge:

Can you use a colon to start a list? E.g. Jim was hit by a series of 
strong emotions: shock, panic, despair and fear. He didn’t know what to 
do next…



Year 6 Homework Writing Task

Look at the picture below and write a short story based on the ideas it 
gives you. The expectation is that you write at least three paragraphs
that are correctly punctuated throughout including capital letters, closing 
sentence punctuation marks (as appropriate), commas, parenthesis and 
inverted commas for speech. Ensure you read back each sentence to check 
it makes complete sense. Use your best, joined handwriting.

Story Starter

New York is falling!

The words rang in Jim’s head. They were the last words to crackle out of 
the radio before it stopped broadcasting. That had been three days ago. 
Jim had not heard any words since then…

If you are stuck for some ideas, here are some questions to help inspire 
you:

Why had the radio stopped working?
Why hasn’t Jim heard any words for three days?
What has happened in New York?
How do you think Jim is feeling?
What will he do next?
Has this disaster struck in just this city, or are others affected?

Challenge:

Can you use a colon to start a list? E.g. Jim was hit by a series of 
strong emotions: shock, panic, despair and fear. He didn’t know what to 
do next…


